QUEEN   MARY   OF   MODENA
you my thanks, as that gentleman is a faithful subject of my son, as his whole family has ever been ... I am also greatly obliged to you for having given M. de Chamillard the letter of Marquis Rangoni, Governor of Modena, and of his associates ; it is only natural for me to interest myself in my countrymen, and I own to you that I pity them, seeing them weighed down with contributions, and what is even worse, with the continual gratifications they are forced to give the officers, and which are quite beyond their means; but not venturing to intercede for them myself, it is a sensible pleasure to me that you should undertake to do so, feeling persuaded that M. de Chamillard, who is naturally just and good, when he is informed of their condition, will give them some relief; but whatever the result may be, I shall have the same obligation to you, to add to innumerable others. . .
Your affection. Cousin.
M. R."
Duke Rinaldo had placed himself in so difficult a position, that it was no easy task for the Queen to help him. The fortress of Brescello was taken from the Austrians by the French and Spanish troops, and the assailants discovered several French cannons in the citadel. The news caused great irritation in Paris, and Rizzini reports his own efforts to explain matters in defence of his patron. u I suggested that in the time of Duke Francis I of glorious memory, when he commanded the French armies in the States of Milan, he (as is probable) had guns cast with the three lilies, which are undoubtedly the arms of France, but were conceded by Charles VI to the Dukes of Ferrara, and the name Francis I is not Francis of France, but of Modena, the august father of Your Serene Highness, who died in the active service of the present most glorious King." Rizzini's ingenious explanation does not seem .to have met with success ; his next letter, August 10, 1703, says :
" On Tuesday the Queen went to Marly, but with bitter regret I have to state that the words died on her lips, on finding that no opportunity was afforded her of entering upon the subject of Your Serene Highness's affairs. The moment the cession of Brescello to the Austrians was known here, its destruction was determined on... The Queen knew that the orders had already been sent? added to
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